COLOMA TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

November 8, 2011


The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Coloma Township Park District Board of Commissioners was called to order on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the Park District Office located at 508 East 11th Street in Rock Falls, Illinois. 
Present:   
Commissioners Sigel, Stindt, Nardini, Bubbers & Walker 
  
 


Absent:
None



Also Present:   Michael P. Sterba, Director of Parks & Recreation, 



Commissioner Stindt motioned to approve the minutes of the Regular Monthly Park Board Meeting of October 11th, 2011 as presented.  Commissioner Walker seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.                                  
Commissioner Stindt motioned to approve the October bills in the following amounts:
	Corporate Fund                                            $               
	26,557.49

	Recreation Fund
	3,783.17

	Retirement Fund
	4,369.18

	Museum Fund
	513.60

	Bowman Park Development Fund
	134.18

	Police Fund 
	114.38

	Liability Fund
	2,122.14

	Bond Construction Fund #29
	19,583.92

	Total                                                            $        
	57,178.06


Commissioner Walker seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
   

The following is a listing of the Work Fare People from Coloma Township, Whiteside County Probation Office, Project Chance, Department of Human Services, Experience Works and Partnership for Employment that have worked for us the past month.  Also included are total days worked in October and in 2011.
	
	Coloma

TWP


	Happy

Temps
	Probation

Dept.
	Whiteside

County 

Housing
	Dept.

Human  Services
	Experience

Works
	Partners/

Employment

	Days in Oct.

	8.25
	0.00
	20.00
	0.00
	0.00
	8.25
	0.00

	Days in 2011
	149.5
	0.00
	337.75
	1.5
	83
	237.25
	342.00


Experience Works:  Ron Keleman

Coloma Township:  Eric Perris, David Tietge, Brian Vinson, Richard Holcomb

Probation:  Chris Dawson, Nathan Schmidt, Nicholas Ballard, Salvador Cordens
Director Michael P. Sterba reported that over the past month he has been accumulating the documents needed to file with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for the Park District to receive it’s fifty percent reimbursement under the OSLAD Grant for Joshua Park.  All of the work projects are complete by both the contractors and the Park District funded items.  After all of the documents are completed they must go over to Roger Colmark’s office to be audited.  Once the audit is complete, Roger will provide us with a letter stating that all of the dollars were properly spent under the guidelines of the OSLAD Grant.  His opinion as well as the other documents will all be mailed to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for our final Grant reimbursement.  We expect that work to be completed sometime in early December and filed with the State prior to Christmas.  We should receive our reimbursement money within ninety days according to the State of Illinois.  This takes us to a time frame of roughly March or April to receive our reimbursement funding.  There should be an appropriate time over the winter so that we can plan the various projects that we want to complete next summer. Sterba will keep the Park Board informed of any developments in regards to the Joshua Park Development Project reimbursement.

Director Michael P. Sterba also presented a copy of an editorial written in the Daily Gazette on October the 6th referring to Joshua Park and the diligence of the Park Board to see this project thru.  

Sterba also stated that there was a published article in the Sterling/Rock Falls Living Magazine, which is published by the Daily Gazette three times a year.  In that magazine there was an article regarding Joshua Park and its positive influence that it has had on our community.  We should all be proud of the Joshua Park Project.  It definitely has been a positive influence on everyone involved.  Our community definitely benefited from all of our efforts.   

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of a check for $1500.00 from Mrs. James King.  The check represents the reimbursement for the James King Memorial bench and plaque recently installed at Wallingford Park.  The King family held a dedication ceremony for the new bench and they were extremely pleased with the outcome of the project.  The photograph of their family dedication was recently in the Daily Gazette.  

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of a check for $15,000 from Michael and Carolyn Quinn.  The check represents their donation towards the Centennial Park fountain project that will become a reality in the spring of 2012.  Also, please find a letter from the Park District allowing the Quinn’s to take a tax deduction for their generous donation to the Park District.  

Sterba also presented copies of a check for $10,000 from the Rock Falls Tourism Committee.  Recently the Rock Falls Tourism Committee allowed Sterba to make a presentation at their meeting in regards to the Centennial Park Fountain Project.  Sterba was fortunate enough to answer any and all questions in regards to the project.  Fortunately, the Tourism Committee agreed with the Park District in regards to the benefits of the Fountain Project in Centennial Park.  Since my presentation we have been informed that the Rock Falls Tourism Committee is now going to provide some funds each year into what’s called a “Tourism Asset Development Fund”, which will allow Not for Profits in the community to apply for funding to help develop tourism assets for people outside the area wishing to come and view.  The Park District is fortunate enough to be the very first recipient of the “Tourism Asset Development Fund” and we have been granted the $15,000 for the fountain project at Centennial Park.  As you can see by the letter provided the Tourism Committee is currently going to pay us $10,000 immediately with an additional $5,000 payment coming when their new fiscal year starts in May.  Again, we should feel fortunate that we are the first recipients of their new “Tourism Asset Development Fund” and 
Sterba did state to them that we would love to possibly partner with them in the future for additional projects for the development of Rock Falls. 
Director Michael P. Sterba stated over the past month a great deal of work has been done at Dillon Park by Ruthie Rogers Trucking.  Nim Scanlan of the Rock Falls Little League Organization has been onboard with the project as well as Mark Martin and Sterba of the Park District.  Mark Martin provided his excavating expertise along with Ruthie Rogers so that the project would be beneficial not only to the Little League and Rock Falls High School but to the Park District as well.  Total cost of the project has not yet been determined but as soon as it is Sterba will inform the Park Board as soon as possible.  Nim Scanlan of the Rock Falls Little League Organization will be resetting the bases at several different lengths so that the diamond will be playable by more than one age group in their organization.  Sterba will keep the Park Board informed of any new developments in regards to the Dillon Park improvements.  

Director Michael P. Sterba presented documentation in regards to the Illinois Youth Recreation Corps Grant that the Park District was fortunate enough to receive this past summer.  As you may recall the Park District had five young adults that worked from approximately the 4th of July to the end of August.  The State provided us with $15,000 in advance and told us to spend as much money as we possibly could prior to the close of the Grant.  We were able to spend a little over $10,000 of the State’s money during that time frame and we hope to have the Grant come back again next year.  We hope that if the grant is in existence next year that it start prior to the beginning of the summer rather than in the middle.  Enclosed please find copies of the documentation sent back to the State in regards to the Grant program and the reimbursement dollars that were not able to be spent during the very short Grant period.

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of the Splash Pad Research that has recently been completed for the Park Boards review.  The research includes five different Park District locations and their estimated cost.  One of the major costs features include whether the water that is used for the splash pad is either recycled or allowed to go down the drain.  Obviously, if the water comes from the city and is recycled it must be filtered and chlorinated prior to it being allowed to be reused, which is a very costly process.  One facility drilled their own well and does not recycle the water but I’m not sure that the city of Rock Falls would allow us to drill a well to provide water for our splash pad no matter where we located it.  Therefore, the Park Board needs to discuss the enclosed documents to give some guidelines on how they would like Mr. Art Johnson to be approached for a project of this nature.
Director Michael P. Sterba presented a letter from Mark Trigelaff of ACT Services of Wheaton, Illinois who will be conducting our ADA audit and developing a possible transition plan.  The letter states that Mr. Trigelaff plans on coming to Rock Falls on Monday the 7th of November and will be here several days reviewing our Park District facilities.  According to Mark, Sterba expects to receive his report sometime during the month of December and at that time the Park Board will have a chance to review his findings.  From there we will develop a transition plan with a variety of phases with each phase representing a year of development.  Sterba will keep the Park Board informed of any new developments in regards to the Park District ADA audit.

Director Michael P. Sterba reported that as you all know from the newspaper the Illinois Department of Natural Resources made a trout drop of 3200 pounds recently into Centennial Park ponds.  The trout season had its opening day on Saturday, October 15th at 5:00 a.m.  No fishing was allowed in Centennial Park until opening day of October 15th.  The Park District opened the Park at 5:00 a.m. on the 15th and we had quite a day of fishing.  The State had one of their conservation officers checking fishing license and trout stamps along with several Park District employees early in the morning to make sure that people behaved and didn’t tear up the Park.  Overall, we were very happy with the behavior of the fishermen and they were very happy with the fishing for the day.  Most of the fishermen started throughout the Park at different places fishing, but by the end of the day most everyone ended up at the front pond by the fountain.  For some reason the fountain stirred up the fish and they were biting like crazy.  Overall, we had a very positive day and hope to do this again in the future.  The IDNR asked Sterba if we would be interested in doing a spring drop and Sterba told them that we would.  Whether or not we receive that spring drop remains to be seen.
Director Michael P. Sterba reported that the bids are due tonight for the $260,000 General Obligation Non-Referendum Bond Sale.  Interest rates for the bonds are due tonight and we have several bidders for our annual bond issue.  After the bids are opened and the low bid is approved the Park Board will then need to insert that interest rate into the ordinance and approve the ordinance to be filed with the Whiteside County Clerk.  The bond issue is scheduled to be completed on Thursday, December 1 with the Park District receiving the proceeds of the bond issue on that date.  

The following are the results of that bid opening:
	Number                 Bidder
	Bid



	     1.                   U.S. Bank

                           Rock Falls, Illinois


	1.14%

	     2.                   Sauk Valley Bank
	.79%

	                           Rock Falls, Illinois
	

	     3.                   Community State Bank

                           Rock Falls, Illinois
	.9125%


Commissioner Bubbers motioned to approve the low interest rate bid of Sauk Valley Bank of Rock Falls, Illinois for .79% as presented.  Commissioner Stindt seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Commissioner Bubbers then motioned to insert the interest rate of .79% of Sauk Valley Bank of Rock Falls, Illinois into the bond ordinance that was developed by Attorney’s Chapman and Cutler of Chicago, Illinois for the sale of $260,000 of non-referendum bonds to be issued on December 1, 2011as stated in the ordinance and to approve the ordinance as presented.  Commissioner Walker seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
Director Michael P. Sterba reported that the Park District has not as yet received the Personal Property Replacement Tax Distribution for the month of October.
Director Michael P. Sterba reported that this fall we have been in contact with Dave Schultz who has agreed to trap some of the muskrats and raccoons that have caused some problems in Centennial Park.  We have an overabundance of those two varmints especially the muskrats that have been tearing up the edges of the lagoon.  Dave has agreed to set out his traps in December after the Park for the most part is shut down and at no charge to the Park District.  However he does want to keep the animals for their pelts.  Dave Schultz is a licensed Wildlife Control Officer for the State of Illinois and Sterba believes he will do a fine job for the Park District.  Commissioner Bubbers motioned to hire Schultz Nuisance Wildlife Control Company to trap muskrats and raccoons in Centennial Park after the first of December.  Dave Schultz is a licensed Wildlife Control Officer for the State of Illinois and will present us with a written agreement to protect both him and the Park District from any future liability.  Commissioner Stindt seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.                            
Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of the Rock Falls Water Reclamation Facility brochure that they recently handed out at the open house.  The City of Rock Falls had an open house for the new sewage treatment plant on Saturday, October 30.  Recently Sterba had a meeting with the mayor and he has invited the Park Board to view the new sewage treatment plant and its new high technology anytime we would like a tour.

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of the Rock Falls Optimist Club Annual Calendar for your personal use.

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies
of the Rock Falls Recreation Trail agenda for the meeting to be held Thursday, November 10th, 2011 at the Rock Falls Tourism office.  Also, included with the agenda is a copy of the minutes from the October 13th, 2011 meeting for the Park Boards review. 

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of an invoice for $2500.00 from the Sterling Park District in regards to the Sinnissippi Dam Walkway fund.  As you know the four agencies in the Sinnissippi Dam Walkway Project each have agreed to pay $2500.00 a year for five years to create a $50,000 maintenance fund.  Mr. Dillon has agreed to pay our $2500.00 per year for five years until the fund is totally complete.  Therefore, Sterba has contacted Mr. Dillon who has sent us our fourth payment out of the five that are due.  Sterba has also sent a letter thanking Mr. Dillon so that he can receive the appropriate IRS tax deduction.  

Director Michael P. Sterba reported that the NWIAPR will host its bi-monthly meeting on Thursday, November 10th at the Genoa Park District.  The activities for the evening will include a tour of their new fitness center as well as a presentation by “Building Energy Experts” who will discuss alternative energy solutions for Park Districts.  Anyone interested in attending should please let Sterba know so that he can make the appropriate reservations.
Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of a letter from the Whiteside County Collector.  The letter states that the Whiteside County Collector made a 5th direct deposit of $14,908.92 which has been entered into the General Fund of the Coloma Township Park District.  That check is then redistributed among Park District various funds as required by law.  

Director Michael P. Sterba reported that the Rock Falls Community Development Corporation is forming a new Rock Falls Riverfront Committee.  The Park District has been invited to participate in this committee.  Enclosed please find some documentation in regards to some of the previous plans that were developed for the riverfront.  Sterba will keep the Park Board informed of any new developments in regards the Rock Falls Riverfront Committee.

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of an email provided by the Rock Falls Canal Trailblazers.  Dave Drew, President of the Trailblazers sent the email to all of the local governments for our review.  

Director Michael P. Sterba reported that the IRPD/IPRA Annual State Conference will be held on Thursday through Saturday, January 26th through the 28th, 2012 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago.  Anyone interested in attending should please let Sterba know so that he can make the appropriate reservations.  Enclosed please find a copy of the conference brochure that was included in the September/October magazine.

Director Michael P. Sterba reported that a new memorial plaque has been installed in the monument at the Commissioner’s Garden honoring Park Commissioner, Leo Nardini.  A dedication ceremony of the Commissioner’s Garden is tentatively set for Friday, November 25 in the afternoon.  That’s the Friday after Thanksgiving Day.  Margaret Nardini told Sterba their children would be home that day and they wanted to be present at the dedication ceremony.

Director Michael P. Sterba presented copies of a $10,000 check from the Dillon Foundation.  The check represents the Dillon Foundation’s annual donation made to Bowman Park for future development and Maintenance of the site.  Sterba has also sent a letter thanking Mr. Dillon so that he can receive the appropriate IRS tax deduction for his gift.  

Director Michael P. Sterba presented the Tentative 2011 Tax Levy Ordinance for the Park Boards review.  The Tax Levy needs to be reviewed by the board and then it will be held over for 30 days for public inspection.  Final action will be taken by the Park Board at the December meeting after a Public Hearing is held as required by law.  After a short discussion among the Park Board, Commissioner Nardini motioned to approve the Tentative 2011 Tax Levy Ordinance as presented and to hold it over for 30 days for public inspection.  Final action will be taken on the Ordinance at the December Park Board meeting.  Commissioner Stindt seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
Director Michael P. Sterba reported that he has been contacted by Ted Padilla the Director of the Rock Falls Water Department in regards to the new well to be drilled at Sieglinger Park.  Ted stated that they want to drill a test well sometime this winter when the ground is frozen so that they don’t do too much damage to the park.  They plan on opening the fence along the south side of the current water plant and backing the drill rig out to the proposed site.  Ted said that the rig would be there for a couple of weeks while they drill the test well to see if that’s where they want the final well to be located.  Ted stated that if the test well proves to be successful then the final well will be drilled in the summer of 2012 which will take approximately 6 to 8 weeks to complete.
Director Michael P. Sterba presented his Monthly Directors report to the Board.  

IPRA also sent us the Monthly Board Meeting Minutes for our review.  

The Park District has received the Monthly Newsletter from the Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce for our review.

Commissioner Nardini motioned to adjourn the Regular Monthly Board Meeting until Tuesday, December 13th, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Park District Office located at 508 East 11th Street in Rock Falls, Illinois.  Commissioner Walker seconded the motion.  Roll call vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 13th, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. at the Park District Office located at 508 East 11th Street in Rock Falls, Illinois.
Adjournment 9:00 p.m.
______________________

Minutes Submitted by

Michael P. Sterba

Director of Parks & Recreation
_________________     _________________________

Date                                         Donald E. Stindt, Secretary

                                                 Coloma Township Park District

                                                 Board of Commissioners
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