COLOMA TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

MONTHLY BOARD REPORT

December 13, 2011
TO:          Coloma Township Park District Board of Commissioners

FROM:    Michael P. Sterba, Director of Parks and Recreation

Coloma Township Work Fare, County Probation and Department of Human Services
   

The following is a listing of the Work Fare People from Coloma Township, Whiteside County Probation Office, Project Chance, Department of Human Services, Experience Works and Partnership for Employment that has worked for us the past month.  Also included are total days worked in November and in 2011.
	
	Coloma

TWP


	Happy

Temps
	Probation

Dept.
	Whiteside

County 

Housing
	Dept.

Human  Services
	Experience

Works
	Partners/
Employment

	Days in Nov.

	6.0
	0.00
	3.75
	0.00
	0.00
	5.63
	0.00

	Days in 2011
	155.5
	0.00
	341.5
	1.5
	83
	242.88
	342.00


Dept. Human Services:  
Experience Works:  Ron Keleman
Coloma Township:  David Tietge, Brian Vinson, Richard Holcomb, Joseph Magana
Probation:  Jesse Williams,  Nicholas Ballard
Joshua Park Development Project – Open Space Land Acquisitions & Development Grant – (OSLAD) Update

Over the past month I have been accumulating the documents needed to file with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for the Park District to receive its fifty percent reimbursement under the OSLAD Grant.  All of the work projects are complete and we’re finalizing the reimbursement documents as we speak.  The completed documents will then be sent over to Roger Colmark’s office to be audited under the guidelines of the grant.  Once the audit is complete, Roger will provide us with a letter stating that all of the dollars were properly spent under the guidelines of the OSLAD Grant.  His opinion as well as the other documents will all be mailed to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for our final Grant reimbursement.  We expect the final audit work to be completed sometime this month with the final document sent to the state by the first week of January.   I will keep the Park Board informed of any developments in regards to the Joshua Park Development Project.  

Michael & Carolyn Quinn – Centennial Park Fountain Donation Update & Rock Falls Tourism Proposal

There is nothing new to report since the November Park Board meeting in regards to the Centennial Park Fountain Donation Update by both Michael and Carolyn Quinn and the Rock Falls Tourism Committee.  
Dillon Park – Rock Falls Little League Proposed Improvements Update


All of the work for the Dillon Park baseball diamond improvements has now been completed.  Nim Scanlan of the Rock Falls Little League Organization will be resetting the bases at several different lengths so that the diamond will be playable by more than one age group in their organization.  I will be accumulating the documents to present a final cost analysis for the Park Board at the January 2012 Park Board meeting.  I will keep the Park Board informed of any new developments in regards to the Dillon Park improvements.  
Art Johnson’s – Splash Pad – Rotary Park

President John Sigel and Sterba met with Mr. Art Johnson on Monday, December 5 to present the research that was done on the splash pad.  The discussion went very well and Mr. Johnson asked to view the site that we are proposing at Centennial Park.  Both John and myself were able to drive Mr. Johnson thru Centennial Park pointing out not only where the splash pad is proposed to be located but other amenities that are available in Centennial Park today.  Again, John Sigel can give a further update on the discussion with Mr. Johnson.  
2010 Americans With Disabilities Act Audit

Mark Trigelaff of ACT Services of Wheaton, Illinois began his ADA audit of the Coloma Township Park District during the week of November 7th.  Mark spent several days here in Rock Falls reviewing the different park sites and facilities that we have to offer.  Mark since has provided me with a partial audit in order for us to give him some feedback on the format of the audit.  Mark stated that he should complete the rest of the audit by the end of the month and submit his final documents prior to our January Park Board meeting.  After we receive his report the Park Board can then conduct some intelligent discussions on how we might proceed on forming a transition plan to complete his findings as soon as possible.  I plan on breaking the work that is detailed in the transition plan into a number of phases with each phase representing one year of work.  Obviously, the Park District has only so much money that we can spend each year on bringing our facilities up to federal standards.  I believe it could take up to seven to ten phases or years whichever you wish to call it to complete all of the work that needs to be done within our district.   
$260,000 General Obligation Bond Sale – December 1st Issue Date - Completed

The $260,000 General Obligation Bond Sale was completed on December 1 as planned.  Sauk Valley Bank of Sterling and Rock Falls provided the funds and the sale went very smoothly.
Centennial Park – Schultz’s Nuisance Wildlife Control

Dave Schultz of Schultz’s Nuisance Wildlife Control plans on putting out his traps this week in Centennial Park to capture muskrats and raccoons.  As we spoke at the last board meeting we are having an overabundance of these animals and they are causing damage to our lagoon banks.  Dave will be catching the animals with live traps and disposing of them under the guidelines of the state law.  Dave Schultz is a licensed Wildlife Control Officer for the State of Illinois.
Rock Falls Recreation Trail Committee – Thursday, November 10, 2011

Enclosed please find copies of the Rock Falls Recreation Trail agenda for the meeting that was held on Thursday, November 10th, 2011 at the Rock Falls Tourism office.  Also, included with the agenda is a copy of the minutes from the October 13th, 2011 meeting for the Park Boards review.  There will be no more meetings this year due to the upcoming holidays.
NWIAPR Bi-Monthly Meeting – Thursday, November 10th – Genoa Park District

The NWIAPR held its bi-monthly meeting on Thursday, November 10th at the Genoa Park District.  The activities for the evening will include a tour of their new fitness center as well as a presentation by “Building Energy Experts” who discussed alternative energy solutions for Park Districts.  The staff members Sterba and Fritz attended the meeting.
Rock Falls Riverfront Committee

Enclosed please find some documentation in regards to the Rock Falls Committee that will be instrumental in the future development of the riverfront.  I will keep the Park Board informed of any new developments in regards the Rock Falls Riverfront Committee.

IAPD/IPRA Annual State Conference – January 26th – 28th, 2012 – Hyatt Regency Chicago


The IAPD/IPRA Annual State Conference will be held on Thursday through Saturday, January 26th through the 28th, 2012 at the Hyatt Regency Chicago.  Anyone interested in attending should please let Sterba know so that he can make the appropriate reservations.  Final cancellations of any room reservations must be made on or before Sunday, December 18th.  Registration for the conference is still available for anyone who may wish to attend.  
Commissioner’s Garden Dedication


The official dedication ceremony to rename the Commissioner’s Garden in honor of Commissioner Leo Nardini was held on Friday, November 25th.  The dedication ceremony was very well attended and the weather was extremely cooperative.  Commissioner Nardini is well deserving of this honor and we hope that he will serve on the Park Board for many, many years to come.   
Approval of  2011 Tax Levy Ordinance

Enclosed please find copies of the 2011 Tax Levy Ordinance for the Park Boards review.  As you all know the proposed tax levy has been held over for the last 30 days for public inspection.  Prior to final action on the ordinance the Park Board needs to hold a Public Hearing as required by law.  
Rock Falls Canal Trailblazers – Email


Enclosed please find copies of an email provided by the Rock Falls Canal Trailblazers.  Dave Drew, President of the Trailblazers sent the email to all of the local governments for our review.  

Illinois Department of Revenue – Personal Property Replacement Tax Distribution

The Park District has not as of yet the Personal Property Replacement Tax Distribution for the month of November.  

Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson – Downtown Rock Falls Annual TIF Report


Enclosed please find the Annual TIF Reports for the city of Rock Falls riverfront and the city of Rock Falls downtown redevelopment project area as prepared by Ward, Murray, Pace and Johnson for the Park Board’s review.  

IAPD – Legal Newsletter – November 22nd

Enclosed please find copies of the IAPD Legal Newsletter dated November 22nd for the Park Board’s review.  

Rock Falls Civic Fund – 4th Quarter Distribution


Enclosed please find copies of a check for $1500.00 from the Rock Falls Civic Fund.  The check represents the 4th Quarter Distribution.  The Rock Falls Civic Fund is a sub-agency of the Whiteside County United Way.  

Family Picnic Shelter Rental Policy – 2012


Enclosed please find the current Family Picnic Shelter Rental Policy for 2011.  The Park Board needs to review the policy for any changes that need to be made for 2012.
IMRF – 2012 Final Contribution Rate


Enclosed please find copies of a letter from IMRF.  The letter contains the Coloma Township Park District 2012 Final Contribution Rate.

Whiteside County Clerk – 6th & Final Tax & Interest Distribution


Enclosed please find copies of a letter from the Whiteside County Collector.  The letter states that the Whiteside County Collector made a 6th and final direct deposit of $15,668.31 which has been entered into the General Fund of the Coloma Township Park District.  In addition a direct deposit has been made of $139.41 which represents the interest distribution made by the County on revenues recently invested.  Both of those checks will be redistributed among the Park District’s various funds as required by law.

Audrey Logan – Estate Endowment – Logan Park


Enclosed please find copies of a check for $25,000 from Ward, Murray, Pace and Johnson.  The check represents the Audrey Logan Estate Endowment made to the Coloma Township Park District to be spent on future projects at Logan Park.  There are a couple of other IRS support documents that are also included for the Park Board’s review.
Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce – Hometown Holidays


The Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce recently sponsored their Hometown Holidays event in downtown Rock Falls.  The event was very well attended and the weather also cooperated.  The Bowman Park Christmas lights looked great and we received numerous compliments on the Holiday Spirit that has been portrayed on our side of the river.  Bowman Park is an inspiration to all, not only to the citizens of Rock Falls but to vehicles coming across the bridge entering Rock Falls.

Rock Falls Optimist Club – Fishing Derby Check


Enclosed please find copies a check for $200.00 from the Rock Falls Optimist club.  The check represents the sponsorship fee for the recent fishing derby held in Centennial Park.  Thanks to the Rock Falls Optimist Club for their great community spirit.
Employee Christmas Gift Cards


In the past the Park Board has been very generous in providing a $25 employee Christmas gift card to all full time employees. (1 per family)  Let us continue this worthwhile tradition.

Maintenance Report  
1. Put up Christmas lights at Bowman Park for the season.
2. Completed winterization of all parks for the season.
3. Decorated park office for the season.
4. Took down tennis nets for the season.
5. Painted & decorated trailer for Hometown Holidays.
6. Closed parking lots at Dillon & Rotary Parks for the season.
7. Replaced light pole lenses on street lights in Centennial Park.
8. Everyday park maintenance continues.

Coloma Township Park District

Vandalism Report
December 13, 2011
	LOCATION
	DAMAGE
	ESTIMATED COST

	Bowman Park 
Optimist Park
	Burned bottle on picnic table
Graffiti on restroom walls
	?
Cleaned up by Park Maintenance
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